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Yao Chen (1976-)

Sotto Voce for Flute and Piano (2006/08)

Duration: 8 Minutes

The title Sotto Voce (Italian) literally means “In soft tones, as not to be overly
heard; in an undertone.” Sotto Voce is the voice that is not overly pronounced
and not overly heard, and it is an aural perception that only exists in comparison
and in relationship with other voices. This inspires me. This piece contextualizes
“Sotto Voce” through a chain of shifting textures and diverse sonic trajectories
within a highly dramatic form. For any attentive listeners, Sotto Voce can be
captured in these relationships: the inter-supporting relationship between flute
and piano, the interdependent relationship between two hands of the pianist, the
inter-shadowing relationship between the flute sound and the humming of the
flutist, and the intertwining relationship between the harmonic consonance and
dissonance, and between diatonicism and chromaticisn.

The performance aims for a mysterious, colorful and dramatic cxploration in
expressions, dynamics and melodic gestures. In addition, with a possibility of
special performing environment as well the players’ interest and ability, the
performance can be executed within a delicate theatrical staging design. The
extramusical clements can be carried out through stage lighting, costumes, and
physical movements of the players. The goal is to effectively create a visual
“Sotto Voce” to correspond with the sonic Sotto Voce.

Sotto Voce (2006) was originally commissioned by 4. N. AND PEARL G
BARNETT FOUNDATION written for its 2006-07 Flute Competition.




Sotto Voce for Flute and Piano
Notation Explaination:
For Flute:
o Flube
Voice unison (or one octave lower):
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Voice humming below (one or two octaves lower): Fludt
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Aeolian sound (loose lips, highly breathy sound):
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Non-metrical accented vibrato: r /——-\£

» Sharp ss—sound staccato with breath pressure to produce percussive sound:

Whistle tone: Blowing slow air into the embouchure very gently to obtain some fragile delicate
whistle -like sounds:
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Flutter-tonguing, flute pitch-bending with underneath free vocal glissandi (within a possibly
wider range) humming:
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Finger Eb: slide fingers over keyholes to
produce maximum possible pitch bend;
use lips to increase the bending.

Bb (apprax.) -» A -» Bb (approx.)

Finger A: slide left hand miidie finger over keyhole
to produce maximum possible pitch bend:

use lips to increase the bending.
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Finger E; slide right hand fingers over keyholes
to produqo maximum possible pitch bend;
use lipa to increase the bending.




For Piano:

Damper Pedal A 4 A

(Pedal) [Una Corda/[Tre Corda-—~-> be effective until you see ———-- > [Tre Corda }/ [Una Cordal

Non-metrical section: ij::m:[\\_—_n
‘Slow down ﬂﬁ:ﬁ==_'— ' ‘ ] N

Play these notes as fast as possible
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